Spartan Daily, April 10, 2014 by San Jose State University, School of Journalism and Mass Communications
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@Beadlebeat
Advocacy groups presented an 
initiative to charge oil companies 
a tax for drilling in California on 
Wednesday in a town hall style 
meeting in Boccardo Business 
Center.
The meeting, moderated by 
former White House adviser Will 
Van Jones, featured speakers from 
several student and professional 
organizations advocating for the 
fee and discussing possible uses for 
the revenue it would generate.
Van Jones is an environmental 
advocate and recently served the 
Obama administration as the first 
ever Special Adviser for Green Jobs.
Jack Tibbetts, a senior politi-
cal science major at UC Berkeley 
and founder of the student group 
Californians for Responsible Eco-
nomic Development, said he got 
the idea for the initiative from an 
exercise he was doing as a “learn-
ing experience” when he realized 
how much of an impact the idea 
could have.
“As I started writing it and re-
ally investigating what taxes are 
out there I thought, ‘Why don’t we 
have this tax?  It’s a no-brainer.’” 
Tibbetts said.
Tibbetts said that California 
is the only state without such a 
tax, and states such as Texas and 
Alaska already benefit from tax-
ing drilling.
Tibbetts said he did not envi-
sion it becoming the campaign it 
now is.
“We put it forward and a stu-
dent campaign got behind it,” Tib-
betts said.  “It really took off from 
there.”
Tibbetts said Californians for 
Responsible Economic Develop-
ment has an idea about how these 
funds could be spent as well.
Tibbetts said that they would 
like to set up an endowment to 
fund higher education with the 
profits.
He said that they chose educa-
tion out of a number of possible al-
locations because it is a social and 
economic issue.
This makes a difference for 
both individuals and the state of 
California as a whole, which Tib-
betts said is not producing the 
number of skilled workers it needs.
Solar For All, a group of SJSU 
students, also support the tax and 
would like to see it put toward ad-
vancing renewable energy resourc-
es, particularly the spread of solar 
energy panels.
Celine Chandler, a junior so-
ciology major, said that she and 
other group members worked to-
gether on a campaign to raise min-
imum wage which was successful, 
and that success spurred them on 
to find a new issue to address.
“We’d like to see an oil extrac-
tion fee, and that money, about 
$2 billion a year, be put toward 
subsidized solar panel installa-
tions, specifically those with low 
incomes,” Chandler said.  “This 
would potentially create 15,000 
jobs in the first year, and, over 10 
years, it will reduce our carbon 
footprint by about 30 percent.”
Chandler said that they re-
searched the subject for approxi-
mately a year prior to formulating 
their campaign.
Thomas Williams, an Open 
University student, said that they 
used data from organizations 
such as The Solar Foundation to 
research the impact the revenue 
could have on the spread of solar 
panels.
Scott Myers-Lipton, the group’s 
faculty adviser and a professor in 
the sociology and interdisciplin-
ary sciences department, said he 
broached the subject of an oil ex-
traction tax to his classes on social 
change after discussing the idea 
with San Jose city council member 
Ash Kalra about the idea.
He said after the minimum 
wage increase the students pro-
posed passed with more than 60 
percent of the vote, they began to 
focus on creating jobs.
“It’s all about jobs, and we real-
ize that there is a very direct rela-
tionship between this money and 
job creation,” said Lisa Manss, a 
junior sociology major.  “We can 
fund community colleges to create 
vocational training which would 
By Yasmine Mahmoud
@yasminehmahmoud
Inside of a studio packed with books, tiles, 
buckets of glaze and clay, sit large ceramic 
busts with flowered ornate headdresses.
Malia Landis, a graduate masters of fine 
arts student with a concentration in spacial 
arts, made these busts.
Landis juggles her personal art work, 
teaching through the MFA program and her 
own business.
While Landis said she prefers her concep-
tual work, she makes abalone shells to sell 
and sometimes is commissioned to sculpt 
sinks and other fixtures.
“I’ve been supporting myself as an artist 
for a decade,” Landis said.
In order to support herself, Landis sells 
her work in a variety of ways, such as through 
an Etsy page, events such as the Maker Faire 
and  commissioned pieces.
The pieces she sells are mostly ceramic 
recreations of abalone shells, which in nature 
are prized for  opalescent interiors.
“When I saw Malia make abalone shells, I 
thought, ‘that’s it, just keep making more of 
those,’” said Michael Landis, Malia’s father.
She also sells mugs with celestial motifs, 
but most of her sales come from the abalone 
shells, which can be used as dishes, candle 
holders, jewelry storage or as decoration.
Landis teaches beginning ceramics this 
semester, and has taught the course previ-
ously.
Teaching is rewarding, Landis said. 
“Teaching has been an invaluable experi-
ence for me,” Landis said. “It’s given me the 
skills to be competitive in my field outside of 
school.”
Landis will graduate this spring, and 
spent a large portion of the Spring semester 
preparing for her thesis show, “The Rhythm 
of Collection.”
The busts she designed were molded from 
paper clay, porcelain, earthenware, glaze and 
one piece included gold leaf. The detailed 
busts were put into molds, and then the de-
tails were shaped by hand, she said.
“They’re kind of like self-portraits,” Lan-
dis said.
The busts’ headdresses were modeled af-
ter flora and fauna native to the Hawaiian 
Islands.
By Melody Gonzalez
@melodeeeerose
Former Secretary of State Hill-
ary Rodham Clinton is scheduled to 
continue her series of West Coast ap-
pearances at San Jose State University 
tonight at 8 p.m. in the Event Center.
The potential 2016 Democratic 
presidential candidate will deliver a 
keynote address as part of a lecture 
series featuring prominent wom-
en, according to information and 
marketing manager of the Student 
Union, Gloria Robertson.
“We are excited to have Hillary 
come to San Jose State,” Robertson 
said. “It’s such a unique thing for us 
to experience.”
The speech is hosted by North 
America’s foremost women’s lecture 
series, Unique Lives and Experiences.
Unique Lives and Experiences 
is a company that was developed to 
provide women with intellectual 
entertainment from distinguished 
and motivational speakers, accord-
ing to the Unique Lives and Experi-
ences website. 
“I feel proud that out of all the uni-
versities Hillary has chosen to speak 
at, San Jose State is one of them,” said 
Jessica Puentes, a junior communica-
tions major. “She’s such a well-known 
political figure with the potential 
to be president. The fact that she 
has chose to speak at our school says 
that we are important and worth her 
time.”
According to CNN, Howard Szige-
ti, the event’s promoter, said that 
Clinton was asked to speak because 
of her inspiring life story and the 
“crowds she can command.”
San Jose is one of the five stops 
Hillary will make on her string of 
paid speaking engagements.
The former First Lady’s trip be-
gan Tuesday at The Marketing Na-
tion Summit, a meeting of marketing 
Hillary Clinton to speak at SJSU 
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In the April 9 edition,
In the article “Locks of Love comes to campus,” the event 
was held by Black Masque Honor Society, not Locks of Love.
Some candidates were unintentionally misrepresented 
as not being available for comment in the A.S. elections 
coverage. Those candidates can be found today on page six.
 The Spartan Daily regrets these errors.
Correction
SEE SECRETARY ON PAGE 2
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Preparing for her thesis show, Malia Landis attaches a mussel headdress to one of 
the busts in her studio. SEE ART ON PAGE 3
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#DOCUMENTARY
MOSAIC continues social justice film series on campus
As part of an ongoing series on social jus-
tice, the MOSAIC Cross Cultural Center pre-
sented the documentary “Mirrors of Privi-
lege: Making Whiteness Visible” on Tuesday.
The film was the second of a three-part 
MOSAIC series that includes two films and 
a keynote address from their creator, Dr. 
Shakti Butler, on Wednesday, April 30 at 
4 p.m.
Another of Butler’s films, “Cracking the 
Codes: The System of Racial Inequity,” was 
shown on March 18, and focused on the dif-
ferences between personal, institutional and 
systemic racism.
“Mirrors” moves the focus to white expe-
rience with race and features white men and 
women who have worked to understand how 
to challenge racism in the U.S.
MOSAIC Director Hyon Chu Yi-Baker 
said the programming choice “was sparked 
by the racial incident on campus” in Fall 
2013.
The hope was to foster a better under-
standing of race and diversity for students, 
faculty and administration, according to Yi-
Baker.
Rather than challenge racism through 
traditional means, Butler’s film strives 
to open a discussion of white privilege in 
America.
Through the eyes of the advantaged, 
“Mirrors” explores the lack of awareness sur-
rounding white privilege, and the systemic 
racism to which it leads.
The speakers explore instances of inflict-
ing pain on others, or their choice to do noth-
ing as horrible racial affronts happened in 
front of them.
Via their stories, Butler challenges the 
popular idea that the U.S. is home to a level 
playing field for all races on social, corporate 
and scholastic levels.
Upon realizing the power of their white 
privilege, many of the individuals spoke of 
how they first chose to reject the rest of the 
white race altogether in an attempt to dis-
tance themselves from racist ideals.
One such speaker was Jeb Middlebrooks, 
an assistant professor at CSU Dominguez 
Hills.
“I didn’t want to be the guy that says stu-
pid stuff that makes people mad at me,” Mid-
dlebrooks said. “So I tried to distance myself 
from that, tried to deny that I was white.”
“Mirrors” is full of powerful stories of 
racism through the eyes of well-meaning 
whites, some of which have been deeply im-
pacted by their experiences.
Highlighted by key phrases such as “the 
power of silence” and “the sickness within,” 
the film identifies race concerns not often 
addressed in mainstream society.
Butler, who lives in Oakland, used the 
film to encourage discussion of the power of 
white privilege and the advantages and dis-
advantages it creates for whites and minori-
ties.
MOSAIC also hopes to start conversations 
about what diversity, race and equality mean 
in the Bay Area and on campus.
The MOSAIC center and Yi-Baker hosted 
discussion circles following each film view-
ing in hopes of introducing new perspectives 
on race and white privilege.
Student participants and members of 
Counseling Services and Peer Connections 
spoke of their own experiences as well as 
their reactions to “Mirrors.”
Opinions on the film varied widely as 
some found the film upsetting, with its lack 
of colored perspective, while others felt it ac-
complished the goal of revealing the power 
of white privilege from a perspective audi-
ences don’t often hear.
While the groups are small by any com-
parison to the campus population, the direc-
tor said the goal of the film viewings is to 
simply spark the conversation.
Yi-Baker said that ideally, those conversa-
tions will also be held among more members 
of the faculty and administration.
“My hope is that this will start a culture 
of awareness and really begin an honest and 
genuine dialogue about what is diversity and 
what is social justice and how can we then 
implement that into all levels of the institu-
tion,” Yi-Baker said.
MOSAIC might already be on the right 
path to broadening the scope of the discus-
sion.
When Dr. Butler visits the campus on 
April 30, she will not only be speaking pub-
licly, but also leading the very first campus-
wide diversity training for SJSU faculty, staff 
and administrators, according to Yi-Baker.
Ryan Brown is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
By Ryan Brown
@rgbrownie
I didn’t want to be the guy 
that says stupid stuff that 
makes people mad at me ... So 
I tried to distance myself from 
that, tried to deny that I was 
white.
Jeb Middlebrooks 
CSU Dominguez-Hills 
assistant professor
Ryan Brown | Spartan Daily
Left to right: SJSU students Amanda Aldama, Bijan Bahmani, Zain Ahmed, and Jesus Pleitezadds  sit to discuss remarks sparked by 
the film “Mirrors of Privilege: Making Whiteness Visible” Tuesday at the MOSAIC Cross Cultural Center.
Secretary: Protests planned 
during Clinton’s campus visit
experts from across the country at the 
Moscone Center in San Francisco.
Before heading to  tonight’s event, Clin-
ton will be the keynote speaker at The Insti-
tute of Scrap Recycling Industries annual 
conference in Las Vegas, according to CNN.
“By speaking at our school she is also 
publicizing our campus,” Puentes said. “Fi-
nally, our school will be on the news for a 
different and good reason.”
That reason may not be just all smiles, 
speeches and shaking hands.
Many are excited to see Clinton, but not 
all students are in favor of her visit.
“I really don’t care about her. It’s what-
ever,” said Khali Ghafoori, a senior business 
management major. “I don’t find her impor-
tant. She hasn’t done enough — actually any-
thing — for the United States.”
Referring to the 2012 Bengahzi attack in 
Libya that killed four U.S. diplomats, Gha-
foori said, “I feel like she hasn’t come out to 
give us details. We deserve to know. It’s not 
‘we the people’ it’s ‘we the few’ with her and 
the Obama Administration.”
Gilroy Morgan Hill Patriots, a protest 
group, has planned to protest tonight’s 
event.
According to the group’s event page on 
meetup.com, protestors, including “Barack 
Obama and The Enemies Within” author 
Trevor Loudon will be in attendance, oppos-
ing Clinton’s visit.
This isn’t the first time a Clinton has 
visited SJSU. Clinton’s husband, and former 
president, Bill Clinton made an appearance 
in October 2010 for the Democratic rally 
with now Gov. Jerry Brown and Lt. Gov. 
Gavin Newsom.
As of Tuesday afternoon, all student-dis-
counted tickets sold out and less than 200 
tickets ranging from $50 to $1000 were left.
Melody Gonzales is a Spartan Daily staff 
writer.
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Landis grew up in Hawaii and said she is 
influenced by her bicoastal experiences.
Walking around Landis’ studio, one can 
see dried and fresh flowers, flower photog-
raphy books and coloring books.
“I spent about three months preparing 
for the show,” Landis said.
There are large and small flowers on 
every headdress, which were all shaped by 
hand, one by one.
While preparing for her show, Landis 
worked from the late morning to late hours 
of the night for several days.
The night before the show, Landis was in 
the Art Building’s Gallery 3, preparing the 
walls and placing her sculptures.
There were seven pieces in Landis’ show, 
including three smaller busts, mussels and 
golden hands holding different necklaces.
“It’s hard to sleep,” Landis said about pre-
paring for her show.
When I see this work, it brings me to 
tears, her father said.
Yasmine Mahmoud is a Spartan Daily staff 
writer.
Art: Graduate 
student sells 
handmade art
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basically provide a long-term resource with 
jobs, not just a short-term job fix.”
A representative from Transbay Joint Pow-
ers Authority spoke about the importance of 
public transportation both for economic de-
velopment and the environment.
He said this oil extraction tax would be 
helpful in reducing the dependence n fossil 
fuel and the revenue could go toward public 
transportation projects.
Myers-Lipton encouraged the audience to 
think of the tax as more like a fee, which he 
said most businesses pay to the state for using 
its resources.
He said that companies who build on Cali-
fornian land pay a fee to do so, and oil compa-
nies should as well.
Jones praised students for their efforts 
in taking on “Big Polluters” or “Big Oil” with 
their campaigns.
He said that he was happy that students 
were taking an interest in renewable energy 
and politics and was pleased with their pro-
posals.
Philip Beadle is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
Green: Students from Cal 
Berkeley, SJSU discuss ideas
 
Scan here for a video 
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A.S. BreakFest
8:30 a.m. – 11 a.m.
Smith-Carlos Lawn
Tuesday, April 15
A.S. Elections Quad Bash
6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Housing Quad
Listening Hour: “Gary Ortega Jazz Cobo”
12:30 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.
Music Concert Hall
Wednesday, April 16
Election Results BBQ
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Smith-Carlos Lawn
University Affairs Committee Meeting
3 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
A.S. Boardroom
Internal Affairs Committee Meeting
4:30 p.m. – 6 p.m.
A.S. Boardroom
Lobby Corps Committee Meeting
4:30 p.m. – 6 p.m.
A.S. Fireside room
A.S. Finance Committee Meeting
3 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Student Involvement, room 140
Thursday, April 10
Listening hour: “The Spectacular Oboe”
12:30 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.
Music Concert Hall 
 Scan here for more information 
htt p://bit.ly/OyOLgJ
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Crossword Puzzle
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any 
guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and 
offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns 
may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses for additional information. 
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should 
require complete information before sending money for goods or services. In addition, readers 
should carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount 
vacations or merchandise. 
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ACROSS
 1 Oktober-
fest instru-
ment
 5 Oscar  
present-
er’s take
 9 Rye grass 
disease
 14 Burden 
15 Diamond 
Head 
locale
 16 New  
Zealand 
native
 17 What  
“if tree 
falls in for-
est” has
 20 Parthe-
non’s site
 21 Made  
a memo
 22 They’re 
put in 
food
 23 Sign for 
the super-
stitious
 25 No, in a 
circle
 28 Hardly  
ordinary
 29 Brass or 
bronze, 
e.g.
 31 Campus 
VIP, slang-
ily
 33 Like 
fairy-tale 
dragons, 
eventually
 34 “But will 
it play in 
___?”
 35 No longer 
in exis-
tence
 38 “Play 
something 
else!”
 39 Broadcast
 40 Colors 
crudely
 41 Middle  
ear bone
 42 Bagpiper’s 
headwear
 45 It may be 
spotted in  
a tree
 46 Excessive 
criticism
 47 Make a 
silhouette
 49 The best
 52 Marinara 
and be-
chamel
 53 They’re 
cast 
over the 
ocean?
 57 Overly full
 58 Floor
 59 VIP in  
the UAE
 60 Door  
fasteners
 61 Piquant 
flavor
 62 Baglike 
structures  
in animals
DOWN
 1 Beefsteak  
or cherry
 2 One way  
to stand
 3 Plumb  
tuckered 
out
 4 Positive  
attribute
 5 Some  
deliveries
 6 Shake  
one’s tail  
 7 “Caught 
you!”
 8 Ambu-
lance item
 9 Discharge
 10 One may  
be on its  
last leg
 11 Comedian 
Whoopi
 12 Valuable 
find 
13 “Whether 
___ 
nobler ...”
 18 Asthmat-
ics’ needs
 19 Huge 
amount  
of bricks
 23 Gallimau-
fry
 24 Western 
state
 26 X or Y,  
in math
 27 Swedish 
rug
 30 How  
workahol-
ics often 
work
 31 Place for  
a statue  
or a hero
 32 Large  
crucifix
 33 Arrogant 
one
 34 Land of  
the alpaca
 35 Chew like  
a rat
 36 Some  
eye doc-
tors
 37 Many 
a “Li’l 
Abner” 
character
 38 Tokyo,  
pre-Tokyo
 41 Greenest 
around  
the gills
 42 Port on 
Com-
mence-
ment Bay
 43 Acid found 
in vinegar
 44 Partners 
of Mmes.
 46 ___ Tues-
day (Mardi 
Gras)
 48 Game  
essentials
 50 Hard to 
compre-
hend
 51 Front and 
back
 52 Belted out 
a tune
 53 Burning 
remnant
 54 Living  
Nativity 
sound
 55 Airport 
stat.
 56 Woman’s 
hairstyle
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Sudoku Puzzle
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 
box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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Place your ads ONLINE at
www.SpartanDaily.com/Advertising
You can also place 
classifieds through the 
Spartan Daily Ad office.
Call us at 408.924.3270 or 
visit us in DBH 209.
Office Hours: 1:30 - 4:15 P.M.
spartandailyads@sjsumedia.com
 How To
 Opportunities
$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and help
create families. Convenient Los Altos
location. Apply online:
www.SPERMBANK.com
 For Rent
SJSU International House
Close to campus
U.S. & International students
Safe. Friendly. Homelike
Intercultural experience
Wireless Internet access
Computer lab. Study room
Well-equipped kitchen
Pianos and game room
Assigned parking (fee)
One semester contract
Apply now!  http://www.sjsu.edu/ihouse/
360 S. 11th St., 408-924-6570
NewsA&E
Videos
Sports Opinion
Check us out!
SPARTANDAILY.COM
Purchase your Spartan Shoutouts: 
(1) 2x2 shoutout up to 100 characters - $2.00
(1) 2x2 shoutout with picture - $5.00
Good luck on your 
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Strap on your helmet, 
tighten your shoulder 
pads, bang heads with 
the opponent, ice up the 
bruises and roll up a joint.
Rinse and repeat in 
what may soon be the 
daily routine for football 
players if medical mari-
juana is implemented 
as a pain reliever in the 
National Football League.
The reality of life as 
an NFL player isn’t as 
glamorous as the flashy jewelry, 
luxury cars or dollar bills suggest.
Everyday, players deal with inju-
ries and pain that we as fans never 
hear about, from something as 
simple as a knee contusion to some-
thing as serious as a muscle tear.
Desperate athletes seeking glory on 
the gridiron will do anything to earn a 
check and support their  lifestyle.
Currently, that includes the 
widespread use of Toradol, an anti-
inflammatory drug intended to 
manage post-operative pain, in NFL 
locker rooms.
The drug deadens 
feeling, minimizing an 
athlete’s ability to feel 
pain and sense injury.
If a bone breaks 
during a game or a 
player is concussed, it’s 
more than likely that 
he’ll play with little pain 
and increase the chance 
of more severe injury.
In a 2010 study of 644 
league veterans by the 
Washington University School of 
Medicine in St. Louis, the school 
found that retired NFL players 
misuse opiates at a rate more than 
four times that of their peers.
This is partly due to the fact that 
pain itself is a major side effect of 
the drug known as playing football.
Now, players are looking for al-
ternative, less dangerous options, 
for treating pain in a sport where 
injury is commonplace.
In January, NFL commissioner 
Roger Goodell said at a charity event 
that the league would consider allow-
ing athletes to use medical mari-
juana to treat concussions and other 
head injuries if medical experts 
deemed it a legitimate solution.
Dr. Lester Grinspoon, a Harvard 
professor, recently wrote an open let-
ter to Goodell and the NFL urging the 
league to fund the study of medical 
marijuana in concussion treatment.
“I think you, and the NFL, must 
go beyond simply following the 
medicine, and help lead the way 
by directly funding research to 
determine if cannabis can indeed 
provide significant protection 
against the damage of repetitive 
concussions,” Grinspoon wrote.
While Toradol, Vicodin and 
Incodin may now be the drugs of 
choice in NFL training rooms, a 
strong breeze is blowing in support 
of marijuana use.
Ryan Clark, former safety for the 
Pittsburgh Steelers, believes that play-
ers are already adopting smoking as 
a healthier alternative to some of the 
more dangerous drugs available.
“I know guys on the team who 
smoke,” Clark said to ESPN. “Guys 
feel like, ‘If I can do this, it keeps 
me away from maybe Vicodin, it 
keeps me away from pain prescrip-
tion drugs and things that guys 
get addicted to.’”
Players such as Clark feel that 
marijuana use, no matter what 
the stigma, is going to continue in 
locker rooms.
Before concussions and head 
injuries were so pervasive in the 
game, players were already smok-
ing recreationally.
If it’s proven to provide pain 
relief, why is that going to change?
Antonio Cromartie, corner-
back for the Arizona Cardinals, 
expressed this sentiment to Dom 
Cosentino of NJ.com during his 
time with the New York Jets.
“They need to just let it go,” 
Cromartie said. “We’re just going 
to do it anyway. They need to go 
ahead and say ‘Y’all go ahead, 
smoke it, do what you need to do.’”
Obviously, weed is gaining 
support outside of the NFL, as rec-
reational marijuana use is legal in  
both Colorado and Washington. 
Smokers use the “kush” to treat 
chronic pain, to alleviate headaches 
and to reduce stress.
While I may be skeptical toward 
the benefits it may have in concus-
sion treatment, I believe it’s in the 
league’s best interest to fund a study 
of medical marijuana.
The NFL rakes in more than 
$10 billion a year in revenue and 
markets itself as America’s favor-
ite sport and new pastime.
But football at the professional 
level is also a game defined by its 
violence and the wear and tear on 
the bodies of the athletes who risk 
their health every time they step 
on the field.
If smoking weed after games 
relieves some of that pain and 
lessens the stress of the game, we 
may see more than just score-
boards lighting up on Sundays.
Austin Belisle is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer. 
Follow Austin on 
Twitter 
@AustinBelizzle
Follow Nick Esposito 
on Twitter 
@NickSEsposito
“Did you see last 
night’s episode?”
“Ya, I was like holy 
shit! Did that just 
happen?!”
Want an easy conver-
sation starter?
Simply open with 
any TV series and you 
are good to go.
I remember when 
I first heard about 
“Breaking Bad,” 
everyone was raving 
about it. 
It made me feel 
like I needed to see 
what was so special 
about the show. 
A month later, all 
I could do was recom-
mend it to every 
person I met.
For me, “Breaking Bad” turned 
into “Once Upon a Time,” then “The 
Walking Dead,” then “Bates Motel” 
and now “Arrow.”
For others, it was “The Big Bang 
Theory” that turned into “How 
I Met Your Mother” that led to 
“Game of Thrones.”
No matter what we watch, the 
conversation is always the same, “did 
you see this,” or “did you see that?”
Conversations about addicting 
TV series can seem repetitive and 
some people are against talking 
about shows because of that.
Their argument is that using 
TV series is not a valuable way to 
start a conversation.
As an avid watcher of “Breaking 
Bad,” it’s hard to imagine anyone not 
wanting to talk about crystal meth 
and money.
Stepping back and taking an 
objective look at it, it’s not hard 
to understand the argument that 
talking about TV shows only dilutes 
the potential intellectual exchange 
conversation is meant to have.
But a conversation has 
potential to reach unexpect-
ed intellectual heights.
A TV series or any other 
show should not be ex-
cluded from conversation 
just because of an assump-
tion that the series may not 
be intellectually stable.
Although “The Big Bang 
Theory” can be seen as just 
another sitcom, it can bring 
about interesting topics 
such as scientific theory 
and social interaction.
Today, information 
moves at lightning pace 
and we are able to relay 
knowledge in an instant.
Haven’t watched The 
Walking Dead?
Pull out your phone 
and log into Netflix, or 
Hulu, or another third party website 
and you can watch an episode at your 
fingertips.
A professor of mine told me that I 
should go see a psychologist because I 
spend too much time online.
I politely told him that I would 
consider it, but inside I thought “Are 
you crazy?”
We are not becoming addicted to 
the Internet, but it is a way to keep 
ourselves socially relevant by know-
ing how to communicate in this new 
society of tribes defined by what 
shows we associate ourselves to.
We are at a point where being on 
the Internet, processing informa-
tion and relaying back to others is 
a norm.
TV series are just another facet of 
social interaction. 
As long as we continue to use TV 
series as conversation starters and 
not restrict ourselves to how that 
conversation may carry out we will 
gain knowledge.
Brandon Chew is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer. 
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It’s officially here, 
the summer of the 
superhero.
With “Captain 
America the Winter Sol-
dier” hitting theaters, we 
are seeing the start of an 
onslaught of new Marvel 
superhero films set for 
this summer.
While this means ev-
erybody can watch their 
favorite superheroes 
such as Captain Amer-
ica, Spider-Man and 
Wolverine in action 
(and watch Disney 
become filthy rich as 
well), it also marks the 
point in time where 
self-proclaimed fans 
begin losing touch 
with these comic book 
characters.
Blockbuster films with an 
emphasis on action-packed drama, 
“stunning” CGI and that famous 
Hollywood star power tend to lose 
some of the detailed comic book 
character back story and intrica-
cies during translation.
Try fleshing out the detailed mo-
tives, emotional states and personal 
histories of these characters while 
trying to give Robert Downey Jr., 
Scarlett Johansson and Chris Evans 
all equal (well close to equal, barring 
Iron Man) screen time.
It’s hard enough to balance the 
screen time between three major 
actors, let alone the seven major Holly-
wood players that “The Avengers” had.
The beauty of the comic book 
medium is that charac-
ters such as Iron Man, 
Captain America and 
Black Widow all got their 
own special issues and 
story lines to delve into 
character motivation and 
development.
Not only do they have 
their own comics, but 
most of these characters 
get their own issues in 
The Avengers series.
These issues often 
crossover with other 
character comics to cre-
ate the whole dysfunc-
tional plot system that 
all of us fan boys and 
girls know and love.
While Marvel has 
tried to incorporate 
the backstories of its 
characters with previous stand-
alone films, it doesn’t quite hit the 
level of detail that the comics and 
its year long stories can.
Filmmakers also make “creative 
licensing decisions” with the plot 
(looking at you “Iron Man 3”...
where was the Mandarin and his 
ten rings? I didn’t sign up for this 
fake British terrorist crap that you 
threw at us. I want ancient Chinese 
overlords with their dragon min-
ions, the way it was intended).
Marvel movies aren’t the only 
superhero films that make any 
form of departure from its comic 
book roots.
“Man of Steel,” the newest DC 
comics Superman movie, made 
a lot of creative plot decisions 
that I think made a lot of people 
outright sick.
One: Superman does not kill. 
Period. 
Two: Superman does not give 
his secret identity as Clark Kent to 
Lois Lane the first time they meet. 
Three: Superman actually cares 
about Metropolis, at least enough 
to not burn the whole city to the 
ground.
Even Batman, my beloved Bat-
man, has at least three or more differ-
ent comics that they melded together 
to make the Dark Knight trilogy.
Think of all the missing lore, 
characters and details that a 
movie using three different intri-
cate stories misses.
Also who was Rachel Dawes? 
She wasn’t in any Batman comic, 
at least none I’ve heard of.
All I’m saying is that these 
blockbuster superhero films are 
coming out this summer and that it 
is no crime to watch them, they’re 
entertaining and fun, but please 
pick up a comic book too.
These characters are bigger 
than the big screen.
The big screen is just a cheap 
way to show Iron Man blow up 
an armored tank or Superman 
kill his own kin while destroying 
everything around him.
The comic books are where 
true canon and continuity takes 
place and is where superhero fans 
can really learn who Iron Man, 
Captain America, Superman and 
Batman truly are.
Nick Esposito is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer. 
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Davis is the current director of environmental 
affairs.
If reelected, she said she plans to continue work-
ing on a number of issues, including student hun-
ger and excess waste around campus.
“Basic needs always need to be met first,” Davis 
said about her focus on hunger.
One project underway is the creation of an A.S. 
garden to grow food for students in need. The land 
has already been purchased across the street from 
campus on Seventh Street, Davis said, and A.S. is 
continuing to move forward with the project under 
her lead.
She said she also has been advocating to raise 
awareness about the potential bike ban on campus.
Davis said her experience as the current envi-
ronmental director will allow her to seamlessly 
continue her work if reelected.
“I’m already ready to go,” Davis said. “I know my 
focus, I know what to do, I know how to take this 
campus forward.”
Jennifer Davis
environmental stud ies major
Blaylock is the current director of extracurricu-
lar affairs.
 “University advising is really what I’m passion-
ate about,” Blaylock said. “I am a first generation 
college student, so education is paramount for me.”
 An idea she said she would work to implement 
if elected is a “partnership-slash-mentorship be-
tween specifically freshman and sophomores who 
are on academic probation with graduate students 
who are majoring either in counseling, education, 
or ... teaching credential.”
 There’s a lot of support already, she said, for high 
school students to get to college.
 “Just because you get to college doesn’t mean the 
work is done,” Blaylock said.
 She said her experience on the board as well as 
her passion for advocating for students are the 
qualities that make her the ideal candidate for the 
position.
Kakoliris said he’s concerned with rising stu-
dent fees, something that motivated him to run for 
director of student fee affairs.
“With tuition on the rise and money getting 
tighter for a lot of students, they sometimes have to 
choose between getting the classes, paying tuition, 
sometimes even eating — the bare necessities,” Ka-
koliris said.
 He said that while the fees are, for the most part, 
beneficial, “they can sometimes break a student’s 
budget.”
 Where the money goes is something else what 
Kakoliris questions. 
There are some fees such as the Student Success, 
Excellence and Technology Fee, he said, “where the 
way it sounds, it sounds like it should be going to 
the student body.” 
Annie Blaylock Michael Kakoliris
Engl i sh maj or finance major
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MEET THE CANDIDATES
Polls OPEN on 
Monday, April 14, 2014
at 12 a.m.
Polls CLOSE on
Wednesday, April 16, 2014
at 8 a.m.
Vote online or in person
Director of Internal Affairs
Serve as chair of the A.S. Internal Affairs Com-
mittee, serve as a student senator in the Academic 
Senate and as a member of the Organization and 
Government Committee of the Academic Senate .
Director of Faculty Affairs 
Chair the University Affairs meetings, serve 
as a student senator in the Academic Senate and 
serve as a member of the Professional Standards 
Committee of the Academic Senate.
Director of Programming Affairs
Serve as the chair of the Homecoming Court 
Selection Committee, provide a liaison report on 
the activities of the A.S. Events department and 
advocate for the A.S. Board member participation 
in campus-wide events and activities.
If you are interested in applying for a vacant position 
on the Board of Directors, complete an application and 
turn it into the A.S. House by April 25 at 12 p.m.
You?
be part of something big!
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A.S. Elections 
SCHEDULE
Candidate Debates 
2 – 3 p.m. 
Student Union, Ohlone Room
Meet the Candidates BBQ
12 – 2 p.m. 
Tommie Smith & John 
Carlos Statue Lawn
By
Nick 
Ibarra
VOTING OPENS AT
12AM ON MONDAY, 4/14 
TO WEDNESDAY, 4/16 8AM
HOW TO VOTE
Go to my.sjsu.edu 
Log on to my.sjsu.edu
On the bottom left, click the link “vote now”
Vote for the 2014-2015 Board of Directors
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